
When watching the annual Fastnacht Parade from a window, rather than giggling 
at everyone on the street being smothered with confetti, make sure you pay 
attention to those long poles with nets looking to surprise you!

Things we have learned after 
One year in Germany

Thad and Jana Hoskins

It is important to clean windows, sidewalks, 
etc. when neighbors are around – this creates 
a sense of camaraderie in which one must 
shake one’s head while mumbling about the 
misery of cleaning.

When speaking German, it is beneficial to 
also learn facial expressions – frowning while 
saying yes and agreeing is quite normal.

Bible references in English are not always 
the same in German, so one must be careful 
when recommending a verse to read.

Airing out the apartment for 15 minutes a day 
is essential!

Please Pray for:
Candlelight Dinner - a dinner theater and Kandern evangelistic outreach.    
February 22 - 23
Thad traveling to South Africa for Global Technology Leader Meetings
February 29 - March 9
Jana traveling to New York City for Creativiy Summit
February 28 - March 4
Many of you have asked/been concerned about Thad’s extensive travel.  We appreciate your 
thoughts and prayers regarding that.   Please continue to pray for him as he carves out 
his job requirements and necessary travel.  He spoke with Leadership during his last trip 
to Spain, and received a positive response to including Jana in some of his upcoming trips.  
Please pray for funding/budgeting to work out to allow that to happen.  Thank you! 

If interested, one can usually find a festival to go to.

Always greet someone when walking past them – particularly if 
they look at you expectantly.

Walking from one town to the next is not so big of a deal.

Driving a couple of  towns over to go out to eat – that’s crazy talk!!

Currency exchange, whether we like it or not, is a fact of life.

It is a blessing that Jana’s nickname in High School was Yana.

Germans can NOT pronounce Thad.

While the spirit behind it is no longer the same, Sundays are rest 
days – no shops are open; no work is done; no car washing, lawn 
mowing, or cleaning…nothing.

The “honor system” really works here.

When hills are all around you, seeing a sunset is not an everyday 
experience.

“Separate checks” in German restaurants is the first option.

Being the ‘computer guy’ means you are ‘on-call’ every day.

Europe is a “lost continent” when it comes to believing in Jesus, 
but  God is at work here.

God provides!

The Black Forest is beautiful.
It is cold.
Germans love to talk.
Refrigerators are small.

We miss the smell of bluebonnet season.
Grocery shopping can be exhausting.
Being away from family is difficult.
Fruits and vegetables go bad quickly.
A 12g tank of gas costs €81  ($117) ! Fe
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<< Laugh Out Loud Moment >>


